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A new species of Acer, A. amamiense is described from Isl. Amamiohshima, the 
Ryukyus. This species resembles A. diabolicum Blume, but differs from the latter in hav¬ 
ing glabrous petioles and under surface of leaves, and fruits covered with sparse short 
hairs without bristle hairs. 

Key words: Acer, Aceraceae, new species, the Ryukyus 


I had studied an Acer species which was 
found by Hiroshi Yamashita in Isl. 
Amamiohshima, the Ryukyus. This species 
resembles A. diabolicum Blume distributed 
in Honshu, Shikoku, and North and Central 
Kyushu. This plant has glabrous petioles and 
undersurface of leaves except at base of 
main nerves (Fig. la), and shortly soft- 
pubescent fruits without bristle hairs (Fig. 
2a). Acer diabolicum has pubescnet petioles 
and under surface of leaves (Fig. lb), and 
fruits with long bristle hairs (Fig. 2b). 
Distribution of this plant distinctly separates 
from A. diabolicum. In spite of general re¬ 
semblance with A. diabolicum, the plant 
seems to be adequate that it is a new speices. 


Fig. 1. Undersurface of leaves, a, Acer amamiense . 
b, A. diabolicum. Bar: 1 mm. 


Acer amamiense Yamazaki, sp. nov. 

[Figs, la, 2a, 3] 
Deciduus suffrutex ca. 4 m altus. Rami 
rubrofusci, glabri. Folia opposita, petiolis 
gracilibus, 4-12 cm longis, basi connatis, 
margine sparse pubecentibus, cetelis glabris, 
laminis papyraceis, obovate-orbiculatis, basi 
trumcatis vel late cuneatis, 5-10 cm longis, 
7-12 cm latis, (3-) 5-lobatis, prominente 
(3-) 5-nervatis, utrinque glabris, ad basem 
pubescentis, lobis triangularibus, acutis, 
integris vel unidentatis. Racemi masculi ca. 5 
cm longi, 2 cm lati, flores masculos multas et 
bisexuales paucis gerentes. Flores masculi, 



Fig. 2. Fruits, a, Acer amamiense. b, A. diabolicum. 
Bar: 2 mm. 
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Fig. 3. Acer amamiense Yamazaki (Photo by H. Yamashita. Aug. 21, 1999). 
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pedicelis 5-15 mm longis, dense pubescenti- 
bus, sepalis 6, viridis, oblongis, obtusis, ca. 3 
mm logis, 1.5 mm latis, glabris, staminibus 
12, ca. 10 mm longis. Racemi femini 4—5 
cm longi, ca. 2 cm lati. Flores femini, 
pedicelis 5-10 mm longis, dense pubescenti- 
bus, sepalis 6, viridis, oblongis, obtusis, ca. 
3 mm longis, 1.5 mm latis, glabris, ovariis 
dense adpresse breviter pilosis. Racemi 
fructiferi 8-10 cm longi, fructibus 5-12, 
pedunculis sparse pubescentibus, pedicelis 
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7-12 mm longis, glabris. Samara nuculis 
compressis horizontalibus, ca. 7 mm longis, 
5 mm latis, beriter pubescentibus, alis 
ascendentibus, extus rectis, intus leviter 
falcatis, 17-25 mm longis, 7-10 mm latis, 
saprse breviter pubescentibus. 

Holotypus: Isl. Amamiohshima, Kinsaku- 
baru ca. 300 m alt., along the edge of 

evergreen forest. (Jun. 29, 1999, T. 

Yamazaki no.4162, TI). 
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